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Minimum Standards

By definition, minimum standards are the "qualifications that may be established by an
airport owner/operator as the minimum requirements to be met as a condition for the right
to conduct an aeronautical activity on the airport." The purpose of minimum standards is
"to provide a fair and reasonable opportunity, without unlawful discrimination, to all
applicants to qualify, or otherwise compete, to occupy available airport land and/or
improvements and engage in authorized aeronautical activities at an airport." In essence,
by establishing minimum entry-level requirements (or thresholds), essentially, minimum
standards level the playing field. If consistently applied and enforced, they permit the
airport sponsor to maintain a high level of service to the public while also offering
consistent, predictable decision-making criteria to potential tenants. These guidelines are
critical to operating



Minimum Standards

Additionally, a minimum standards document is the appropriate location for an airport to
address a wide variety of airport-related operations. For example, a Specialized
Aeronautical Service Operator (SASO) is any individual aviation-related activity that can
generate revenue for the business and the airport operator, and as such, is a critical
contributor to a general aviation airport. This type of operator should be specifically
addressed within a minimum standards document to protect both the airport and the
operator from noncompliance with the standards. 

A minimum standards document should include a formal application process as a way to
negotiate with an interested party. The minimum standards document is the appropriate
place to include requirements for a general airport business permit or independent flight
instructor permit. These items can serve as a deterrent to illegal business and help the
airport to keep track of individual providers. Some airports also charge a minimal annual
fee to help update the airport's provider information annually. If the airport decides to
implement any type of permit, a blank form should be included and attached as part of the
minimum standards.

The following provides the general framework of an effective Minimums Standards
document for Corsicana Municipal Airport, as well as supporting sub-sections and
narratives.



Minimum Standards

Table of Contents

Section 1:   Introduction...................................................................................................   1

Section 2:   Definitions.....................................................................................................   2

Section 3:   General Requirements..................................................................................  3

Section 4:   Minimum Standards for Fixed Base Operators.............................................  6

Section 5:   Minimum Standards for Commercial Operators.........................................   13



Preserving Yesterday. Building Tomorrow.

200 N. 12th Street | Corsicana | Texas | 75110 | cityofcorsicana.com | 877-648-2836

Section 1.     Introduction

1-1. Purpose
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1-5. Special Regulations, Notices or Directives
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Commercial Operator - any person, firm or corporation providing goods or services relating to
the operation, maintenance or fabrication of aircraft to others on the Airport, except aviation fuel
sales.

Fixed Base Operator   (FBO) - any person, firm or corporation which maintains facilities at the
Airport for the purpose of engaging in the retail sale of aviation petroleum products, associated
line service, aircraft airframe and/or engine repair and a minimum of two (2) of the following:
flight instruction, aircraft rental/sales, air taxi, aircraft charter operations, avionics, instrument or
propeller repair, or aircraft storage.

Ramp/Apron - paved area suitable for aircraft parking.

Section 3.     General Requirements

3-1. Application
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A. The applicant does not meet the qualifications and standards set forth in the
Rules and Regulations, or these Minimum Standards;

B. The proposed activities are likely to create a safety hazard at the Airport;

C. The activities will require the City to expend funds or to supply labor or materials
as a result of the applicant's activities, or will result in a financial loss to the
Airport;

D. No appropriate space or land is available to accommodate the proposed
activities; 

E. The proposed activities are not consistent with the Airport's Master Plan and/or
Airport Layout Plan;

F. The proposed activities are likely to result in a congestion of aircraft or buildings,
a reduction in Airport capacity, or an undue interference with Airport operations
or the operations of any existing users at the Airport;

G. The applicant or any of its principals has knowingly made any false or misleading
statements in the application process;

H. The applicant does not have the technical capabilities, experience or financial
resources to properly conduct the proposed activities; 

I. The applicant has not submitted appropriate documentation supporting the
proposed activity as outlined in Section 3-1.

3-3. Appeal Process
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3-4. Written Contract
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D. Ramp speed must not exceed 15 mph.

E. Any vehicle operating on the runways or taxiways must be equipped with 2-way
radio communication with the FBO and aircraft operating within the Airport
environment.

F. Parking is reserved for working, registered vehicles only. Pilots or passengers
leaving vehicles in public areas at the Airport for more than 3 days, must notify
the FBO. Otherwise, abandoned vehicles may be towed after three (3) days at
the owner
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further, to the requirement that all such rates and charges shall be reasonable and be
equally and fairly applied to all users of the services.

All operators at the Airport shall be financially sound and progressive business
enterprises, with adequately manned and equipped facilities, and who observe normal or
specifically required business hours.

In the event the operator becomes insolvent, or the subject of any kind or chapter of
bankruptcy proceeding, or if a receiver, assignee, or other liquidating officer is appointed
for the business, the City of Corsicana may cancel the lease at the City's option based
upon the terms stated in the lease.

All Fixed Base Operators shall, at their own expense, pay all taxes and assessments
against any building or other structures placed on the premises by them as well as all
taxes and assessments against the personal property used by them in their operations.

A Fixed Base Operator means a person engaged in a wide range of commercial
aeronautical activities on Airport property including, at a minimum, the following:

A. Aircraft fueling and lubrication;

B. Aircraft line services;

C. Major aircraft maintenance and repair services;

D. Aircraft storage, parking, and tiedown;

E. Retail sale of aircraft parts and accessories; and

F. Provision of customary facilities, amenities, and ancillary services to general
aviation users including, at a minimum, the following: public restrooms,
telephones, passenger waiting areas/lounges, conference rooms. Crew member
lounges, and weather briefing/flight planning services.

A Fixed Base Operator shall comply with all of the standards and requirements
contained in this article. In addition, an FBO may engage in any general aviation
specialty service activity identified below upon meeting all standards identified for the
specific activity.

4-2. Aircraft Fuels and Oil Dispensing Service
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B. Buildings - Lease or construct a minimum of 1,000 contiguous square feet of
properly lighted, air-conditioned and heated floor space for office, public lounge,
and restroom.

C. Personnel
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D. A hangar leasing services operator's hangars shall include at least three (3)
indoor restrooms for each thirty (30) hangar/shade facilities for the use by
operator's lessees, and appropriate office and lounge areas for the operator's
employees. 

4-4. Aircraft Brokerage
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A. Land
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A. Non-stop, sight-seeing flights; Aerial photography or survey;

B. Banner towing and aerial advertising;

C. Fire fighting or fire patrol;

D. Power line, underground cable, or pipe line patrol;

E. Any other operations specifically excluded from FAR Part 135 or directly related
to aircraft support or transportation.

Any operator proposing to engage in specialized commercial air activities including but
not limited to those listed above shall provide as a minimum the following:

A. Land
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D. Flight instruction may be given in club aircraft provided that the instructor is
authorized to provide flight training and is a member of the club and who shall not
receive remuneration in any manner for such service.

The flying club shall file with the Airport Manager a copy of its by-laws, articles of
association, partnership agreement or other documentation supporting its existence;
shall keep current with the Airport Manager a roster or list of members, including the
names of the officers and director; evidence that ownership of the club aircraft is vested
in the club; investment share held by each member to be revised on a semi-annual
basis; number and type aircraft and operating rules of the club.

The club shall maintain a set of books showing all club income and expenses. These
books shall be available for inspection by the Airport Manager. The club must also
provide as a minimum the following:

A. Land
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5-1. General

Any commercial operator shall satisfy the Airport Manager that it is technically and
financially able to perform the services of a commercial operator. This shall include
demonstrating financial solvency and business ability by submitting balance sheets,
credit references and other proof that the lessor may require.

Any commercial operator shall provide a paved walkway within the leased area to
accommodate pedestrian access to the operator's office. When appropriate, a paved
aircraft apron with tie-down facilities within the leased area sufficient to accommodate
the activities being performed. Sufficient auto parking space shall also be provided.

All construction required of such operators shall be in accordance with design and
construction standards required of such established by the City of Corsicana for the
facility or activity involved. Title to any and all buildings and appurtenances, which may
be built on City property, shall revert to the City of Corsicana when and if the subject
lessee vacates the lease for any reason, or at the end of the lease period. All operators
shall be required to furnish the Airport Manager payment and performance bonds
commensurate with any construction required under the standards herein fixed or under
any contract or lease by and between such operator and the City of Corsicana.

The rates and charges for any and all activities and services for such operators shall be
determined by the operators, subject to review by the Airport Manager, and subject,
further, to the requirement that all such rates and charges shall be reasonable and
equally and fairly applied to all users of the services.

All operators at the Airport shall be financially sound and progressive business
enterprises, with adequately manned and equipped facilities, and who observe normal or
specifically required business hours.

In the event the operator becomes insolvent, or the subject of any kind of chapter of
bankruptcy proceeding, or if a receiver, assignee, or other liquidating officer is appointed
for the business of the operator, the City of Corsicana may cancel the lease, at the City's
option, upon giving written notice to the operator.

All commercial operators shall, at their own expense, pay all taxes and assessments
against any building or other structures placed on the premises by the operator as well
as all taxes and assessments against the personal property used by their operations.

5-2.  Multiple Commercial Aeronautical Activities

A multiple commercial aeronautical activity business is any person, firm or cooperation
performing any combination of commercial aeronautical activities listed in this chapter.
Whenever a commercial operator conducts multiple activities pursuant to one lease
agreement, such commercial operator must comply with the minimum standards set
forth herein for each separate activity being conducted. If the minimum standards for one
of the commercial operator's activities are inconsistent with the minimum standards for
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another of the commercial operator's activities, then the minimum standards which are
most beneficial to the City and/or which are most protective of the public's health, safety
and welfare, shall apply. Any operator proposing to offer a combination of commercial
aeronautical activities must provide the following:

A. Land
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Schedule of Minimum Insurance Requirements for
Liability Coverage for Premises, Operation and Products

Fixed Base Operator (FBO)
Commercial general aviation liability policy with coverage for 
premises, operation and products. 

$500,000
Combined Single 
Limit (CLS)

Aircraft Fueling (Self-Service)

Individuals 
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In addition to the types and amounts of insurance required, each commercial operator
shall at all times maintain such other insurance as the City's risk management director
may reasonably determine to be necessary for such commercial operator's activities.
Additional insurance requirements will be detailed within the tenant lease and will
supersede these minimum requirements.

5-4. Indemnification


